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Q1. With reference to drug trafficking and enforcement agencies in India, consider the following statements: 

1. The Narcotic Drugs and Psychotropic Substances Act was enacted in 1985. 

2. The Directorate of Enforcement investigates money laundering under the Prevention of Money Laundering Act. 

3. The Golden Triangle comprises India, Myanmar and Bangladesh. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 2 and 3 only 

(c) 1 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: A 

 

Q2. Which one of the following options is correct with reference to Evolution of civil services in India? 

[A] Wellesley was the first to bring into existence and organize the civil services in India. 

[B] Cornwallis set up the Fort William college for training of new recruits. 

[C] Aitchison committee recommended for a Public Service Commission to be immediately established. 

[D] Lee commission recommended 50:50 parity between the Europeans and the Indians in direct recruitment of ICS. 

Answer: D 
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Articles: 

• CEC can be removed only likean SC judge, ECI says in affidavit 

• Why inclusion is key to the RTE Act 

• MLC elections  

• Cyclone Arnab  

• Exercise Keen sword 27 

 

 
Context:  

The Election Commission of India (ECI) filed a joint affidavit stating that the Chief Election Commissioner (CEC) can be 

removed only through a process similar to that applicable to a Supreme Court judge. 

 

Constitutional provisions 

• Article 324: Provides for the Election Commission of India and its powers over elections. 

• Article 324(5): Deals with the service conditions and removal of the CEC and Election Commissioners. 

• CEC removal: The CEC can be removed only in the same manner and on the same grounds as a Supreme Court 

judge. 

• Other Election Commissioners (Ecs): They cannot be removed from office except on the recommendation of the 

CEC. 

 

Under the Chief Election Commissioner and Other Election Commissioners Act, 2023, the Commission follows a 

majority-based decision-making process when members disagree. 

 

Q1. With reference to the Election Commission of India, consider the following statements: 

1. The CEC can be removed in the same manner and on the same grounds as a Supreme Court judge. 

2. Other Election Commissioners can be removed only on the recommendation of the CEC. 

3. All decisions of the ECI must be unanimous. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 
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Context: 

As of October 26, 2026, Cyclonic Storm Arnab has formed over the east-central and adjoining west-central Bay of Bengal 

after strengthening from a deep depression. It is moving towards the Andhra Pradesh coast and may intensify into a very 

severe cyclonic storm. The expected landfall is between Bapatla and Visakhapatnam by the forenoon of October 28. 

 

Cyclone Arnab 

The major details related to the Cyclone Arnab has been listed below: 

• Origin and development: Cyclone Arnab evolved from a depression over the east-central and adjoining south-east 

Bay of Bengal. It subsequently strengthened into a deep depression and then a cyclonic storm, increasing the 

potential for severe weather. 

• Expected intensity: The storm is forecast to strengthen into a severe and potentially very severe cyclonic storm. 

• Expected landfall: The system is likely to cross the Andhra Pradesh and Yanam coasts between Bapatla and 

Visakhapatnam on October 28. 

Wind speed: Forecast sustained winds of 115-125 kmph, with gusts of up to 140 kmph. 

• The name “Arnab” was proposed by Bangladesh and forms part of the official tropical cyclone naming list adopted 

in April 2020. The term “Arnab” means “Sea” or “Ocean” in Bengali. Naming of a cyclone helps authorities and 

the public identify weather systems and communicate warnings clearly. 
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Q2. With reference to the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It provides free and compulsory education to children between 6 and 14 years of age. 

2. Private unaided non-minority schools must reserve at least 25% of entry-level seats for children belonging to weaker 

sections and disadvantaged groups. 

3. No child can be denied admission to a school due to lack of age proof. 

4. The Act prohibits capitation fees and screening procedures for admission. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 
About MLC Elections: 

Indirect, quota-based elections conducted to elect Members of the Legislative Council (MLCs) to the upper house (Vidhan 

Parishad) of bicameral state legislatures in India. Currently, six states maintain bicameral legislatures: Uttar Pradesh, Bihar, 

Maharashtra, Karnataka, Telangana, and Andhra Pradesh. 

• Article 169: Empowers Parliament to create or abolish a State Legislative Council by simple majority, provided 

the state’s Legislative Assembly passes a resolution supported by a special majority. 

• Article 171: Lays down the composition and election architecture. The total strength of a Legislative Council 

cannot exceed one-third of the total membership of the state’s Legislative Assembly, and cannot be fewer than 40 

members. 

• Article 172(2) & 173: Establishes the Council as a permanent chamber not subject to dissolution; MLCs serve 6-

year terms with one-third retiring every two years. The minimum age qualification is 30 years. 

 

Process & Composition Architecture (Article 171): 

• 1/3 elected by electorates of local authorities (Municipalities, District Boards, etc.). 

• 1/3 elected by Members of the Legislative Assembly (MLAs) from non-members. 

• 1/12 elected by registered University Graduates of at least 3 years’ standing residing in the state. 

• 1/12 elected by Teachers engaged for at least 3 years in educational institutions not lower than secondary schools. 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/2019/04/17/secure-synopsis-10-april-2019/
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• 1/6 nominated by the State Governor from individuals with special knowledge in literature, science, art, the co-

operative movement, or social service. 

 

Procedure of Elections: 

• Proportional Representation (PR-STV): Elections follow the single transferable vote system, where voters rank 

candidates numerically according to preference, ensuring proportional representation through preferential voting. 

• Non-Symbol Balloting: Ballot papers generally exclude official party symbols, although political parties endorse 

candidates and mobilise support, making party affiliations relevant to electoral competition. 

 

 
Context: The United States and Japan launched Keen Sword 27, the largest joint field-training military exercise in their 

shared history, across the waters and islands of southwestern Japan. 

 

About Exercise Keen Sword 27: 

What it is? 

A major biennial, multi-domain joint field training exercise (FTX) designed to increase combat readiness, tactical 

synchronization, and bilateral defense interoperability between the Japan Self-Defense Forces (JSDF) and the United 

States Armed Forces. 

Host: Japan. 

Member Nations: Japan and the United States. 

Key Features of Keen Sword 27: 

Historic Mobilisation Scale: Involves approximately 56,000 Japanese and US military personnel, supported by warships, 

submarines and combat aircraft, demonstrating extensive bilateral operational capabilities. 

• Forward Missile Deployments: Deploys mobile anti-ship missiles and coastal defence systems on Yonaguni and 

Ishigaki islands, strengthening maritime surveillance and defensive capabilities near Taiwan. 

• First Island Chain Defence: Rehearses Island defence, amphibious recapture, integrated air and missile defence, 

maritime security and civilian evacuation to strengthen regional operational readiness. 

• Confrontations with PLA Surveillance: Features heightened Japanese fighter interceptions of Chinese 

reconnaissance aircraft and drones, alongside Chinese naval monitoring of allied operations near the Miyako 

Strait. 

• Confrontations with PLA Surveillance: Features heightened Japanese fighter interceptions of Chinese 

reconnaissance aircraft and drones, alongside Chinese naval monitoring of allied operations near the Miyako 

Strait. 

• Multi-DomainMilitary Integration: Synchronises land, naval, air, cyber, space and electronic warfare capabilities, 

improving joint command coordination and preparedness for high-intensity military contingencies. 

 

https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/island-defence-exercise-upsc/
https://www.insightsonindia.com/tag/island-defence-exercise-upsc/

