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Q1. With reference to the Election Commission of India, consider the following statements: 

1. The CEC can be removed in the same manner and on the same grounds as a Supreme Court judge. 

2. Other Election Commissioners can be removed only on the recommendation of the CEC. 

3. All decisions of the ECI must be unanimous. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: B 

 

Q2. With reference to the Right of Children to Free and Compulsory Education (RTE) Act, 2009, consider the 

following statements: 

1. It provides free and compulsory education to children between 6 and 14 years of age. 

2. Private unaided non-minority schools must reserve at least 25% of entry-level seats for children belonging to weaker 

sections and disadvantaged groups. 

3. No child can be denied admission to a school due to lack of age proof. 

4. The Act prohibits capitation fees and screening procedures for admission. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 
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(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: D 

 

Articles 
• India’s next investment cycle will shape its carbon future 

• Kuno national park  

• Bad loans & NPA 

• Essential Commodities act 1955 

 
NITI Aayog estimates that 86% of the building stock that India will have in 2070 is yet to be built. Total floor space will 

more than double, from about 18 billion square metres in 2020 to 42 billion by 2070. India’s crude-steel capacity, at about 

200 million tonnes in 2024-25, is targeted to reach 300 million tonnes by 2030-31. Cement output is projected to rise from 

about 427 million tonnes in 2024 to 660 million tonnes by 2030. 

Key arguments 

Growing infrastructure needs: India requires major investments in buildings, roads, power networks, cement and steel to 

support economic growth and urbanisation. 

Rising emissions: Infrastructure development can lock India into high-carbon pathways if fossil-fuel-intensive 

technologies are adopted. 

Long lifespan of assets: Buildings, power plants and transport infrastructure operate for decades, making early investment 

choices crucial. 

 

Economic efficiency: Choosing cleaner technologies at the beginning can be cheaper than modifying existing 

infrastructure later. 

Need for policy support: Green standards, public procurement, competitive bidding and carbon-intensity benchmarks can 

encourage cleaner investments. 

Balanced transition: India must balance climate objectives with affordability, energy security, industrial competitiveness 

and development needs. 
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Way forward 

• Green public procurement: Government agencies and public-sector enterprises should create demand for low-

emission steel and cement. 

• Stronger building standards: Improve implementation of the Energy Conservation and Sustainable Building 

Code (ECSBC) 2024 and Eco-Niwas Samhita (ENS) 2024. 

• Renewable energy infrastructure: Expand transmission networks, battery storage and other grid-balancing 

solutions alongside renewable generation. 

• Carbon-intensity benchmarks: Establish progressively stricter emissions standards for industrial products. 

• Innovative financing: Use concessional loans, partial credit guarantees and payment-security mechanisms to 

reduce investment risks. 

• Research and development: Support green hydrogen, carbon capture, energy-efficient industrial processes and 

other emerging technologies. 

• Policy certainty: Ensure predictable regulations and incentives so investors can make long-term, low-carbon 

decisions. 

• Just transition: Protect workers and vulnerable communities while maintaining affordable energy and industrial 

competitiveness. 

 

 
What is a Bad Loan? 

A bad loan is that which has not been ‘serviced’ for a certain period.  

Servicing a loan is paying back the interest and a small part of the principal depending on the agreement between bank and 

borrower. 

Bad loans are where there is less certainty that the loan would be paid back in full. 

What is NPA? 

A non performing asset (NPA) is a loan or advance for which the principal or interest payment remained overdue for a 

period of 90 days. 

 

Types of NPA: 

• Sub Standard:  A sub-standard asset is one that is classified as an NPA for a period not exceeding twelve months. 

• Doubtful: A doubtful asset is one that has remained as an NPA for a period exceeding twelve months. 

• Loss: A loss asset is one where loss has already been identified by the bank or an external institution, but it is not 

yet completely written off, due to its recovery value, however little it may be. 
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Context:  

Chief Minister N. Chandrababu Naidu has directed officials to ensure that essential commodities, including rice, pulses, 

edible oil, wheat flour and onions, are available to consumers at affordable prices. 
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Q2. With reference to the Essential Commodities (Amendment) Act, 2020, consider the following statements: 

It introduced special conditions for regulating certain foodstuffs under extraordinary circumstances. 

These special provisions included specified price-rise thresholds. 

The special provisions introduced through Section 3(1A) remain part of the current law. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 

(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

 

 
Context: 

A male cheetah cub that was found with gunshot injuries outside the boundaries of the Kuno National Park in Madhya 

Pradesh died on Tuesday during treatment in Jabalpur. This is the first such attack on a cheetah since the beginning of the 

reintroduction programme for the species in September 2022. 

With the latest death, the country’s total cheetah population is down to 58, of which 52 are at Kuno, four at the Gandhi 

Sagar Wildlife Sanctuary, and two at Veerangana Durgavati Tiger Reserve. 

 

About Kuno National Park: 

• Kuno National Park is a premier wildlife destination and the site of the world’s first intercontinental big cat 

relocation project. 

• Originally established as a sanctuary of 350 sq. km in 1981, it was upgraded to a National Park in 2018 to meet the 

conditions for hosting Asiatic Lions. It now spans 748 sq. km of pristine forest within a larger 1,235 sq. km 

wildlife division. 

• State: Madhya Pradesh, India (Sheopur and Morena districts). 

• Region: It is part of the Vindhyan hill range and was historically part of the Gwalior princely state. 
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Project Cheetah (2022): Prime Minister of India launched the modern reintroduction project in September 2022 with 

cheetahs from Namibia, followed by batches from South Africa and Botswana. 

Key Features: 

• Kuno River: The spine of the park, this river bisects the forest, ensuring a constant water supply and giving the 

protected area its name. 

• Flora (The Never Say Die Forest): The park is dominated by Kardhai, Khair, and Salai trees. The Kardhai tree is 

unique for its ability to turn green just from atmospheric humidity even before the first monsoon rains. 

• Vast Grasslands: Kuno features expansive meadows and grasslands, some of which are larger than those found in 

famous reserves like Kanha or Bandhavgarh, making it ideal for high-speed predators like cheetahs. 

• Terrain: A mix of sparse forests, rocky hills, and wide river valleys typical of the Central Indian highlands. 

Significance: 

• Kuno is at the heart of the world’s most ambitious big cat relocation effort, successfully reintroducing cheetahs to 

Asia after 70 years of extinction. 

• The park serves as a vital laboratory for restoring the grassland-forest ecosystem and provides a potential future 

home for the Asiatic Lion, aiming to create a second population outside of Gir, Gujarat. 

 


