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Q1. With reference to “Jeypore Ground Gecko” consider the following statements: 

1.It is a reptile endemic to India. 

2.It is included in Appendix II of the Convention on International Trade in Endangered Species (CITES). 

Select the correct statements using the codes given below: 

[A] 1 only 

[B] 2 only 

[C] Both 1 and 2 

[D] Neither 1 nor 2 

Answer: C 

 

Q2. Consider the following statements about NASA’s PUFFINS mission: 

1. It aims to study the polarization of ultraviolet starlight affected by interstellar dust. 

2. It is designed to study the magnetic-field alignment of interstellar dust grains. 

3. It is a mission to explore the surface of Mars. 

Which of the statements given above is/are correct? 

(a) 1 only 

(b) 1 and 2 only 
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(c) 2 and 3 only 

(d) 1, 2 and 3 

Answer: b 

 

Articles 

• Gandikota’s landscape faces modern-day pressures 

• AI agents accessed data of Indian entities, says CERT-In 

• NGT takes note of The Hindu report on toxic water 

• L&T-built INS Samarthak inducted into Indian Navy 

 

 
Context: 

The Computer Emergency Response Team, India (CERT-In) said on Thursday that several Indian organisations had been 

targeted by Artificial Intelligence agents that were undergoing testing. 

 

What are AI agents? 

AI agents are AI-powered systems that can autonomously perform tasks based on instructions and predefined objectives. 

They can plan actions, use software tools, interact with websites and execute multiple steps with limited human 

intervention. 

Unlike ordinary chatbots, AI agents may take actions beyond generating text. 
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How did the incident occur? 

 
 

Why are AI agents a cybersecurity concern? 

• Speed and scale: AI agents can examine many systems and vulnerabilities rapidly. 

• Autonomy: They may execute multiple steps without continuous human supervision. 

• Data exposure: Weak access controls may expose personal and business information. 

• Difficult detection: Conventional security systems may fail to identify unusual agent behaviour. 

• Cloud vulnerabilities: Misconfigured cloud services and excessive permissions increase risks. 

• Dual-use nature: The same capabilities can support legitimate security testing or be misused for cyberattacks. 

• Accountability: Determining responsibility among AI developers, deploying organisations and users can be 

difficult. 

 

Way forward 

• AI governance: Establish clear rules for testing and deploying autonomous AI agents. 

• Least-privilege access: Give AI agents only the permissions necessary for their tasks. 

• Human oversight: Require approval for sensitive operations and access to critical systems. 

• Continuous monitoring: Use real-time logging and anomaly detection to identify suspicious activity. 

• Secure testing: Conduct AI evaluations in isolated sandbox environments instead of exposing live systems. 

• Data protection: Strengthen encryption, access controls and protection of personal data. 

• Institutional preparedness: Improve cybersecurity audits, incident reporting and employee awareness. 

• International cooperation: Develop common standards for AI safety and cross-border cyber incident response. 

 

CERT-In: Important facts 

• Full form: Indian Computer Emergency Response Team. 

• Nodal agency: National agency for responding to cybersecurity incidents in India. 

• Administrative ministry: Ministry of Electronics and Information Technology (MeitY). 

• Legal basis: Section 70B of the Information Technology Act, 2000. 

 

Key functions: 

• Collecting and analysing cybersecurity incident information. 

• Issuing alerts, advisories and security guidelines. 

• Coordinating responses to cybersecurity incidents. 

• Supporting incident prevention and mitigation. 
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Why is Gandikota in the news? 

Gandikota’s tourism potential has gained attention because of its unique geological landscape and historic fort. 

The article highlights growing concerns over poor waste management, heavy tourist footfall, natural weathering and 

administrative neglect. 

Sustainable tourism and conservation of its natural and cultural heritage are essential for protecting the site. 

Geographical and geological significance 

• Pennar River: Flows through the deep gorge, creating a spectacular landscape. 

• Rock formations: The gorge features rugged walls of deep-red sandstone and quartzite. 

• Cuddapah Basin: Gandikota lies within the ancient Cuddapah Basin, known for its important geological 

formations. 

• Geological history: The landscape reflects geological processes spanning an estimated 1.2 billion years, as 

highlighted in the article. 

• Educational value: It serves as a natural classroom for studying rock structures, erosion, sedimentation and 

tectonic changes. 

Historical significance 

• Gandikota Fort dates back to the medieval period and is associated with different South Indian ruling powers. 

• The fort is linked to the Kakatiyas and the Vijayanagara Empire. 

• It contains massive defensive walls and ancient temples. 

• Its strategic location near the gorge provided natural defensive advantages. 

• It reflects the region’s military architecture and historical importance. 

Major challenges facing Gandikota 
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Way forward: Sustainable tourism 

• Establish designated walking trails and enforce building restrictions near sensitive cliff edges. 

• Improve waste collection, segregation and disposal facilities. 

• Carry out scientific conservation of the fort and temples. 

• Regulate visitor numbers in ecologically sensitive areas where necessary. 

• Promote local employment through guides, transport services and handicrafts. 

• Conduct geological risk assessments and monitor cliff stability. 

• Prepare an integrated management plan covering the gorge, river, fort and surrounding villages. 

• Explore appropriate heritage recognition and conservation partnerships. 

 

Q1. Consider the following statements about Gandikota: 

1. It is located in Andhra Pradesh’s Kadapa district. 

2. The Pennar River has carved the famous gorge at Gandikota. 

3. Gandikota is located within the ancient Cuddapah Basin. 

4. Gandikota is already a designated UNESCO Global Geopark. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 
Context: 

The Indian Navy on Friday commissioned INS Samarthak, the first of two multi-purpose vessels being built by Larsen & 

Toubro (L&T), strengthening its capability to test and evaluate indigenously developed sensors and weapons amid an 

evolving maritime security environment. 

 

About INS Samarthak 

• It is the first of four Multi-Purpose Vessels being inducted into the Indian Navy. 

• It is built by M/s Larsen and Toubro Ltd under the Government of India’s Make in India initiative. 

• Motto: The ship’s motto: Victory is Our Sole Aim. 

• The ship’s crest features an Indian elephant emerging from the waves, symbolising strength, intelligence, and 

agility.  

• Armaments: The ship’s integrated combat suite combines indigenous sensors, weapons and electronic systems 

• optimised for operations in challenging maritime conditions. 
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Functions 

• It is designed primarily for maritime surveillance and patrol. 

• It is also capable of undertaking Low Intensity Maritime Operations (LIMO), Target Deployment & Trials 

Platform, Unmanned/ autonomous System Mothership, Humanitarian Assistance and Disaster Relief (HADR), 

conversion to a limited hospital ship and fighting for salvage operations. 

• Significance: It will add a new indigenous multi-purpose platform to the Navy’s fleet and underline the growing 

role of domestic shipbuilding in meeting India’s maritime security requirements. 

 

 
• The National Green Tribunal (NGT) was established on October 18, 2010, under the National Green Tribunal Act, 

2010, to expedite environmental justice in India. As a specialized body, the NGT is dedicated to handling cases 

related to environmental protection, forest conservation, and the enforcement of legal rights associated with the 

environment, including compensation for damages to individuals and property from environmental violations. The 

tribunal also covers issues related to accidental health impacts from environmental causes. 

• The National Green Tribunal (NGT) ensures efficient environmental dispute resolution with expert input, aims to 

resolve cases within six months, operates independently of the Civil Procedure Code, and has regional benches in 

New Delhi, Bhopal, Pune, Kolkata, and Chennai. 

 

National Green Tribunal Composition 
The National Green Tribunal (NGT) composition is defined by the National Green Tribunal Act of 2010, which outlines as 

follows: 

Chairperson: A retired Supreme Court judge or Chief Justice of a High Court, appointed by the Central Government in 

consultation with the Chief Justice of India, serving for five years or until age 70. 

Judicial Members: Between 10 to 20 former Supreme Court or High Court judges appointed by the Central Government 

based on merit, serving for five years or until age 67 (for High Court judges) or 70 (for Supreme Court judges). 

Expert Members: Includes 10 to 20 members with a Master’s degree in Science, Engineering, or Technology and relevant 

environmental experience, appointed by the Central Government, serving for five years or until age 65 

Strength of the Tribunal: 
• Minimum 10 and maximum 20 Judicial Members 

• Minimum 10 and maximum 20 Expert Members 

• Term of Office: Members are appointed for a term of 5 years 

• Non-Reappointment: To ensure unbiased decision-making during their tenure, members are not eligible for re-

appointment once their term ends.  
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What are the powers of NGT? 

• Power of a Civil Court: It has the same powers as a civil court under the Code of Civil Procedure (CPC) for 

summoning witnesses, requiring discovery of documents, and receiving evidence on oath. 

• Power to Grant Relief & Compensation: It can award monetary damages to victims of pollution and order the 

restitution of damaged property or restoration of the environment. 

• Regulatory Independence: It is not strictly bound by the “Indian Evidence Act” or “CPC.” Instead, it is guided by 

the Principles of Natural Justice, allowing it to be more flexible and faster than regular courts. 

• Penalties for Non-Compliance: If a person or organization fails to comply with an NGT order, the Tribunal can 

impose severe punishments like Imprisonment up to 3y, fine (Individual) up to ₹10 crore, fine (Company) up to 

₹10 crore. 

• Suo Motu Powers: The NGT has the unique authority to take up cases on its own based on media reports or public 

information, even if no formal complaint has been filed by an affected party. 

 


