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Q1. Consider the following statements about low-pressure systems over the Bay of Bengal: 

1.Every low-pressure area develops into a cyclonic storm. 

2.Warm sea-surface temperatures can favour tropical cyclone intensification. 

3.The IMD issues warnings to help coastal communities prepare for cyclone-related hazards. 

4.Heavy rainfall from a weather system can cause flooding even if it does not intensify into a cyclonic storm. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 

B) 2 and 3 only 

C) 2, 3 and 4 only 

D) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 

 

Q2. Consider the following statements about Alai Balai: 

1.It was initiated by Bandaru Dattatreya in 2005. 

2.It is associated with Telangana’s cultural heritage and social harmony. 

3. It is traditionally organised after Vijayadashami. 

4. It is exclusively a religious gathering with participation restricted to one community. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

A) 1 and 2 only 
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B) 1, 2 and 3 only 

C) 2, 3 and 4 only 

D) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

Answer: B 

 

Articles 

• LAC ‘disturbed’ by PLA’s behaviour, admits MEA 

• Jaishankar visits Azerbaijan to ease strain in ties over Operation Sindoor 

• ANU faculty member wins Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar 

• Tribute to valiant queen 

• Qutub Shahi tombs 

• ‘Kakinada is at heart of India’s return to making Penicillin’ 

 

 
Key highlights of the news 

The Ministry of External Affairs (MEA) acknowledged that the Line of Actual Control (LAC) has been disturbed by the 

patrolling behaviour of the People’s Liberation Army (PLA) of China. 

India and China are in contact to improve border management and resolve outstanding issues. 

The government emphasised the use of diplomatic and military mechanisms to avoid misunderstandings and 

miscalculations. 

The issue relates to reported Chinese military activities and face-offs along the LAC in Arunachal Pradesh. 

The controversy also highlights concerns about transparency, border security and the overall state of India–China relations. 
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Line of Actual Control (LAC) 

The de facto line separating Indian- and Chinese-controlled territories. 

It is not a mutually agreed, fully demarcated international boundary. 

Differences in perception of its alignment can lead to patrol confrontations. 

 

Why is the LAC frequently disturbed? 

• Unsettled boundary: No mutually agreed and fully demarcated boundary exists. 

• Different perceptions: Indian and Chinese patrols may claim access to the same areas. 

• Infrastructure development: Roads, bridges, airfields and other military infrastructure increase strategic 

competition. 

• Strategic competition: Both countries seek to protect their territorial claims and security interests. 

• Trust deficit: The 2020 Galwan clash severely affected bilateral relations. 

• Military deployments: Increased troop presence and patrolling raise the risk of accidental escalation. 

 

Existing mechanisms to manage the border 

1. Diplomatic dialogue: Talks between the foreign ministries of both countries. 

2. Military-level talks: Discussions between military commanders to resolve standoffs. 

3. Border management agreements: Agreements aimed at maintaining peace and reducing the risk of conflict. 

4. Working Mechanism for Consultation and Coordination (WMCC): A bilateral mechanism for consultation on 

India–China border affairs. 

5. Special Representatives mechanism: High-level dialogue to address the boundary question. 

 

Way forward 

Clarify the LAC: Work towards a common understanding of its alignment. 

Strengthen confidence-building measures: Improve communication between local military commanders. 

Follow existing agreements: Ensure that patrolling and troop movements do not trigger confrontations. 

Maintain diplomatic engagement: Resolve disputes through dialogue rather than unilateral actions. 

Improve border infrastructure: Strengthen India’s surveillance, connectivity and logistical preparedness. 

Adopt a comprehensive approach: Separate border dispute management from other areas of cooperation wherever 

feasible, while protecting national interests. 

 

Q. “Recurring tensions along the Line of Actual Control pose a challenge to India–China relations. 

Examine the major causes of these tensions and suggest measures to ensure peace and stability along the 

border.” 
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Context: 

External Affairs Minister S. Jaishankar on Friday met Azerbaijani President Ilham Aliyev in Baku and said the visit charted 

a “pathway” for the future of bilateral ties. The meeting comes more than a year after relations between India and 

Azerbaijan deteriorated over the latter’s opposition to India’s Operation Sindoor against Pakistan. 

 

The visit aimed to ease tensions in India–Azerbaijan relations following Azerbaijan’s criticism of Operation Sindoor, 

India’s military operation against terrorist infrastructure in Pakistan and Pakistan-administered territory in May 2025. 

Both countries discussed: 

Political dialogue and diplomatic consultations. 

Trade, investment and economic cooperation. 

Energy, tourism and cultural exchanges. 

Counterterrorism and regional peace. 

Azerbaijan has expressed views on the Kashmir issue and condemned India’s military strikes in 2025. 

The visit signals an effort to reset bilateral relations through dialogue while protecting India’s security interests. 

 
Why did relations deteriorate? 

• Azerbaijan criticised India’s military action during Operation Sindoor and expressed support for Pakistan’s 

position. 

• Azerbaijan has raised the Kashmir issue in international forums. 

• These positions created diplomatic friction between New Delhi and Baku. 
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• India’s October 2026 diplomatic engagement seeks to improve ties without compromising its position on terrorism 

and national security.  

 

Operation Sindoor  

On 22 April 2025, a terrorist attack at Baisaran near Pahalgam, Jammu and Kashmir, killed 26 people. 

India attributed the attack to Pakistan-backed terrorism. 

India launched Operation Sindoor on 7 May 2025 in response to the Pahalgam attack. 

Key objectives 

Target terrorist infrastructure linked to cross-border terrorism. 

Punish the perpetrators and planners of the Pahalgam attack. 

Deter future terrorist attacks against India. 

Demonstrate India’s ability to conduct targeted military operations while seeking to limit escalation. 

 

 
Key highlights of the news 

• Location: Kakinada, Andhra Pradesh. 

• Company: Lyfius Pharma Private Limited. 

• Facility: Penicillin-G manufacturing facility in the Kakinada Special Economic Zone (SEZ). 

• Main objective: To reduce India’s dependence on imported raw materials used in manufacturing essential 

antibiotics. 

• National objective: Pharmaceutical self-reliance under the vision of Atmanirbhar Bharat. 

• Investment mentioned in the article: Over ₹5,000 crore under the Production Linked Incentive (PLI) scheme, 

covering around 40 projects. 

 

What is Penicillin-G? 

• Penicillin-G is an important antibiotic used to treat certain bacterial infections. 

• It is a key starting material for manufacturing several penicillin-based antibiotics. 

• It is produced through industrial fermentation using suitable microorganisms. 

• It is not effective against viral infections such as the common cold or influenza. 
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Importance for Andhra Pradesh 

• Industrial development: Strengthens the pharmaceutical industry in Kakinada. 

• Employment generation: Can create direct and indirect jobs in manufacturing, logistics and allied sectors. 

• Import substitution: Reduces reliance on foreign suppliers for essential pharmaceutical ingredients. 

• Investment: Encourages private investment and industrial growth in Andhra Pradesh. 

• National security: Improves the availability of essential medicines during global supply-chain disruptions. 

• Atmanirbhar Bharat: Promotes domestic manufacturing and pharmaceutical self-reliance. 

 

Q1. With reference to the Penicillin-G manufacturing facility at Kakinada, consider the following statements: 

1. It is located in Andhra Pradesh. 

2. It is associated with the PLI Scheme for Bulk Drugs. 

3. Penicillin-G is an antibiotic used to treat certain bacterial infections. 

4. The scheme aims to increase India’s dependence on imported pharmaceutical ingredients. 

Which of the statements given above are correct? 

(a) 1 and 2 only 

(b) 1, 2 and 3 only 

(c) 2, 3 and 4 only 

(d) 1, 2, 3 and 4 

 

 
 

Qutb Shahi Tomb Complex: 

• Constructed by the Qutb Shahi dynasty, which governed from 1518 to 1687 AD, this site is situated in Ibrahim 

Bagh, Hyderabad. 

• The complex comprises 30 architectural elements including tombs, mosques, and a mortuary bath dedicated to the 

Qutb Shahi rulers. 

• Notable for being 500 years old, the site includes expansive mausoleums, idgah, graves, ritual mosques, a 

traditional hammam (bath), and baolis (stepwells). 
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Architectural Significance: 

• The site exemplifies an Indo-Muslim dynastic necropolis. 

• Situated on an elevated platform, the tombs merge Persian, Pathan, and Hindu architectural influences, 

featuringgrey granite and elaborate stucco decorations. 

• This unique necropolis is globally distinguished as the burial site of an entire dynasty, set within meticulously 

landscaped gardens adorned with detailed stonework. 

 

Insights into the Qutb Shahi Dynasty: 

• The Qutb Shahis were Muslim rulers of the Golconda kingdom, positioned in the southeastern Deccan region of 

India, which was one of the five successor states of the Bahmani Sultanate. 

• Founded by Quli Qutb Shah, originally a Turkish administrator for the eastern provinces of the Bahmani realm. 

• Spanning from 1518 to 1687, this period saw the establishment of Golconda as the initial capital by Qutb Shah 

after declaring sovereignty in 1518. 

• Later, towards the late 17th century, Muhammad Quli Qutb Shah initiated the development of Hyderabad, which 

lies a short distance from the original capital. 

• The territorial expanse of the kingdom included regions from the Godavari River in the north to the borders of 

Tamil Nadu in the south, extending west to Bijapur and east to the Bay of Bengal. 

 

 
Context: 

“Veera Jyoti” (Heroic Flame) is the symbolic state torch lit annually during the Kittur Utsav in Karnataka. It travels from 

her birthplace in Kakati to the historic Kittur Fort to commemorate the valour, courage, and armed resistance of Kittur 

Rani Chennamma against the British East India Company (EIC) 

 

Rani Chennamma (1778 – 1829) 

She was married to Raja Mallasarja of Kittur (or Kitturu)  

After death of her husband & only son she adopted Shivalingappa. 

However, the British rejected him as the legitimate heir to Kittur, leading to the Kittur Revolt in 1824.  

About Kittur revolt:  

It is regarded as the first Indian armed rebellion against British EIC. Also, one of the earliest woman-led anti-colonial 

struggles. 

Though British lost 1st battle in 1824, Rani Chennamma was later captured & imprisoned, till her death in 1829.  
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What is Doctrine of Lapse? 

1. The doctrine of lapse was an annexation policy applied by the British East India Company in India until 1859. 

2. Under the doctrine, the ruler of an independent state died childless, the right of ruling the State reverted or ‘lapsed’ to the 

sovereign. 

3. The policy is most commonly associated with Lord Dalhousie who was the Governor General of the East India 

Company in India between 1848 and 1856. 

4. However, it was not solely his invention. The East India Company had annexed Kittur in 1824, Mandvi in 1839, Kolaba 

and Jalaun in 1840 and Surat in 1842 by imposing a ‘doctrine of lapse’. 

 

Q2. Consider the following statements: 

1.Rani Chennamma led an armed rebellion against the British East India Company due to the violation of the trade 

agreement by the British East India Company. 

2.Kittur Utsav is a three-day festival which celebrates the Queen Rani Chennamma’s victory over East India’s company in 

1824. 

Which of the statement(s) given above is/are correct? 

[A] 1 only 

[B] 2 only 

[C] Both 1 and 2 

[D] Neither 1 nor 2 

 

 
Context: 

Pavani Pasumarthi, a Carnatic music faculty member at Acharya Nagarjuna University (ANU), has received the Ustad 

Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar from the Sangeet Natak Akademi for her contribution to Kuchipudi music. 

The award was presented by Union Minister for Culture Gajendra Singh Shekhawat at a ceremony held at Rabindra 

Bhavan in New Delhi on October 19, 2026. 

 

Ustad Bismillah Khan Yuva Puraskar  

Institution: Instituted by the Sangeet Natak Akademi in 2006.  

Eligibility:  

- Recognises young artists up to the age of 40 years.  

- The award is not conferred posthumously.  

- A person who has received the award once is not eligible to receive it again in another field or category.  

Fields of Activity: The award may be conferred in the following five fields consist of Music, Dance, Theatre, Other 

Traditional/Folk/Tribal/Dance/Music/Theatre and Puppetry  

Award Components: A cash prize of ₹25,000, a Tamrapatra (copper plaque), and an Angavastram. 
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About Ustad Bismillah Khan 

• He was a classical musician to popularize shehnai in Indian classical music. 

• Birth: He was born on March 21, 1916, in Dumraon, Bihar, into a family of court musicians. 

• He is known for his devotion to Indian classical music and his ability to blend Hindustani classical ragas with the 

unique tonal quality of the shehnai. 

• His music was characterized by its purity, spiritual depth, and emotional intensity, often evoking a sense of 

devotion and tranquility. 

• Recognitions: He represented the Ganga-Jamuni tehzeeb (the syncretic culture of Hindu-Muslim unity) through his 

music and persona. 

 
 

• He played at the All India Music Conference in Kolkata in 1937, earning wide recognition. 

He also played shehnai at the Red Fort on August 15, 1947, marking India’s Independence and establishing a 

tradition. 

He performed there on every Independence Day until his death. 

Achievements and Honors 

• He was awarded the Bharat Ratna in 2001, becoming the third classical musician to receive India’s highest civilian 

honor. 

• Other major awards: He was also awarded with Padma Shri (1961), Padma Bhushan (1968) and Padma Vibhushan 

(1980). 

 


